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Education is what transforms a crude rock into a 
polished diamond. It refines the thinking and 
actions of people and molds them to be citizens 
who contribute positively to society. The 
importance of education is now acknowledged 

by all levels of society and everyone is willing to take extra 
measures to embrace it. The old saying, ‘you cannot teach an 
old dog new tricks’ is unfounded in today’s world. Be it the 
child of a farmer or a seasoned worker at a factory, education 
has something for everyone.

However, in this day and age, it is irrational to expect 
that the archaic teaching methods of the past can prove to be 
effective. The field of education has evolved just as rapidly as 
all other industries. Smart classrooms and cloud computing 
have developed an inherently different system of education. 
Students can access customized learning programs from their 
portable devices, tailor-made to suit their acumen. Lessons are 
designed to provide real-world insights and make learning a fun 
and fulfilling exercise. 

Not limited only to schools, industries all across are using 
technology to provide their workers with comprehensive 
training modules. With interactive videos and virtual 

laboratories, the practical side of education is integrated into 
the learning process. Technology is also making it possible 
to address the needs of differently abled learners, creating an 
inclusive environment where everyone is given an opportunity 
think, learn and grow.

This edition of CIOReview presents to you, 20 most 
promising Education Technology Providers 2018, featuring 
solution and service providers who are radically transforming 
the field of education. Over the past few months, a distinguished 
panel of CEOs, CIOs, VCs and the editorial team of CIOReview 
have reviewed companies in the Education Technology sector 
and have shortlisted the forerunners who are meeting the 
challenges of the industry head-on.

The companies shortlisted have exhibited a penchant 
for excellent work ethics, display in-depth business process 
knowledge and implement revolutionary strategies in the 
domain of education technology. This listing will provide 
insights as to how these solutions can be applied in real-world 
situations and how they can add value to organizations that are 
facing challenges in this area. 

We present to you, “20 Most Promising Education 
Technology Solution Providers - 2018”. 
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MZ Development 
OSCAR - Next Generation Distributed Scoring Platform

C onstructed-response item types are increasingly 
considered a better measure of critical thinking and 
analytical skills – often referred to as higher-
order thinking. The increased adoption 

of these new “Second-Generation Assessments” 
have called attention to the need for an accurate, 
efficient and cost-effective tool to score these 
innovative item types. MZ Development - led 
by a team of individuals with over 60 years 
of collective experience in performance 
scoring, online assessment administration 
and artificial intelligence (AI) scoring, saw 
this as an opportunity. 

The ability to introduce performance 
assessment items and quality scoring into 
current assessments was a costly and time-
consuming endeavor for any organization – small 
or large. MZ Development developed a software 
platform, called OSCAR, specifically to address this 
problem. Under the oversight of the Chief Technology Officer, 
Miles Loring, MZ Development built a state-of-the-art, next 
generation platform for online scoring and reporting that boasts 
a set of features to accommodate a variety of performance 
scoring requirements, while still achieving the primary goal of 
providing an accurate, simple and affordable solution. 

OSCAR is ideally suited as a replacement for outdated, 
cumbersome and expensive solutions from commercial 
vendors, but also presents an ideal alternative for state or 
district implementations where control and cost are primary 
considerations. “MZ Development is primarily targeting the 
two market segments; educational organizations with outdated 
legacy systems that are confronting questions around cost of 
ownership, and states & districts that have used conventional 
paper and pencil scoring solutions because existing system 

proved to be too expensive to implement. OSCAR provides an 
ideal alternative for both of these markets,” remarks Loring.

OSCAR offers fast and accurate scoring for online or paper-
based assessments, along with comprehensive reporting 

features, which enable even non-technical users to 
set-up and score projects that require complex 

scoring rules. OSCAR’s quality monitoring tools 
provide raters with a real-time snapshot of project 
performance for scoring and allow administrators 
to export assessment data at any point during the 
scoring project to conduct additional analysis 
and reporting. The system provides users with 
integrated chat and video conference capability 
and is infinitely scalable. Raters can be recruited 

from anywhere and trained remotely with 
OSCAR’s online comprehensive training, practice 

and qualification features, making true online 
distributed scoring a reality, not just a pipe dream. 
Each MZ Development customer has had a unique 

set of requirements for their particular performance scoring 
needs and OSCAR has proven to be an ideal solution for all of 
them, regardless of the size and scale of the projects. In those 
instances where OSCAR did not address specific requirements, 
MZ Development built out platform functionality to support 
them. “One of our biggest strengths is that create meaningful 
partnerships with our clients and empower them with tools that 
make assessment more accurate, and efficient and affordable,” 
says Loring. 

For 2018, MZ Development is focused on working with 
strategic assessment partners, districts, states and universities 
to address the rapid adoption of performance assessment 
items and the need to provide a solution to score those items 
accurately, efficiently and cost effectively. Leveraging leading 
edge technology solutions, OSCAR is infinitely scalable and 
provides outstanding system performance. In addition, MZ 
Development is working with leading providers of AI engines 
to incorporate automated scoring directly into OSCAR to 
support additional efficiencies and quality control capabilities. 

MZ Development and OSCAR are leading the way to more 
efficient and affordable utilization of performance scoring items 
in today’s innovative assessments. “Better quality assessments 
and reporting make for less testing and more opportunity for 
classroom instruction. Performance items and the ability to 
easily score and report on those items is critical to that task. 
OSCAR is an essential tool in that transformation, and we’ve 
made it easy for educators to use it.” 

One of our biggest strengths is that 
create meaningful partnerships with 
our clients and empower them with 
tools that make assessment more 
accurate, efficient and affordable
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BlocksCAD
Engaging Students with 3D Learning
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B locksCAD helps educators at the intersection of math, 
coding, and design. 

Realizing the challenges of the existing 
commercial CAD (computer aided design) software 

from an academic perspective, Solomon Menashi, CEO; 
and Jennie Yoder CTO, founded BlocksCAD and created 
the BlocksCAD for Education platform to address the needs 
that teachers and students encounter when using 3D printers  
and makerspaces. 

Adopting the novel approach of employing block-based 
coding, Menashi and Yoder designed a state-of-the-art parametric 
CAD software tool to assist students in making 3D models 
while also helping teachers integrate CAD into existing math, 
coding, and science curriculum. “Our unique value proposition 
lies in empowering educators to enhance their teaching with 
3D printers, whereby we effectively bridge the gap between 
the engagement that technology offers and student learning,”  
states Menashi.

Because it can be used with younger students (3rd - 8th 
grade), BlocksCAD develops a mathematical & computational 
mindset at a young age and helps lay an intuitive sense of 
computer science. Students code their own models that can be 
printed on any 3D printer. What makes BlocksCAD appealing 
is its ease of use—the block-based tool can be used by students 
as young as eight years old to create simple geometric models 
while also supporting sophisticated designs based on functions, 
logic, loops, and modules to challenge students in high school 
and beyond. 

BlocksCAD is a cloud-based, device-neutral, interface that 
can be accessed from Chromebook, MacBook, tablet, laptop, 
and desktop. “Students can build models on our website and 

save them in the pre-provided cloud storage and can access them 
from any device or location with just an internet connection. 
BlocksCAD is also 3D printer agnostic, wherein the images 
are saved in a format that is compatible with any 3D printer,” 
explains Menashi.

The BlocksCAD for Education product provides an educator 
with standards-aligned curriculum, classroom management 
features and actionable data functionalities that help them 
support student learning. In addition, BlocksCAD offers multiple 
professional development and training options to support schools 
and districts.

Menashi illustrates a pilot with the Boston Public School 
district where BlocksCAD was used as a tool for both 3D 
printing and coding. Teachers were able to leverage personal 
development opportunities and implement BlocksCAD widely 
in their classrooms. The BlocksCAD software is helping Boston 
schools succeed in driving significant student engagement 
through their initiative to integrate more hands-on learning in 
their education system.

Forging a compelling success path, BlocksCAD is looking 
to extend their platform with augmented reality (AR) and 
virtual reality (VR) education integration to create and design 
models with the BlocksCAD and export those directly into VR 
environments. “We are also looking to grow internationally and 
are currently working with companies in Spain and Germany 
to help support BlocksCAD in their schools. We have around 
80,000 users all over the world with multiple language support 
as well,” asserts Menashi. 

Our unique value proposition is that we 
empower educators to enhance their 
teaching with 3D printers, whereby we 
effectively bridge the gap between the 
engagements that technology offers 
and student learning

Solomon Menashi
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